“That was my very first London Pride
event and also my very first gaygoon-
ers event... I've still got that shirt kick-
Ing around, it’s signed by pretty much
every woman’s player we've had since
that day. It’'s one of my most treasured
shirts.” (Selena Chambers)

“I've got all my shirts, all my shirts from
literally childhood to now, all in vacu-
um bags under my bed. I've got all of
my programmes that | used to collect.”
(Joanna Fox)
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“It’s one of my favourite pictures of my
life, that there | am, in the stadium, on
the pitch, with the captain, Martin Ode-
gaard, and celebrating the gaygooners’
tenth anniversary.” (Carl Fearn)



...] football and how much we love it. So
this was during lockdown, and I'm in my
wedding dress because we were trying
to make light of a difficult time, so | put
on my wedding dress in lockdown, and
the boys did a penalty shootout against
me in my wedding dress.” (Sarah Tyce)

“My love for Arsenal, | can’t even artic-
ulate it. It runs so deep in terms of the
emotional connection that | have to it. It
s like a family. When | talk of Arsenal, my
face lights up.” (Joanna Fox)

“You can see the baby in the Arsenal,
that’s my daughter who had just been
born. | think she was less than two
weeks old, so at less than two weeks
old, she had an Arsenal membership!|
carried her, and | would go to the sta-
dium pregnant, so | would talk to my
bump and be like, ‘It’s like coming
home’.” (Joanna Fox)

“That’'sfromthe 1971 Cup Final... Arsenal won
the double that year, so they won the League
and they won the FA Cup in the same season...
| now have the rosette.” (Daniel)




“You can see us with our pink triangle,
so obviously across Westminster Bridge,
so that was one of the early demos, an-
ti-Section 28. [..] That sense of com-
munity and fighting and solidarity and
pride, | take forward into the gaygoon-
ers now.” (Jonathan Green)

“It was in the 1980s, and it was not a
safe environment in English football
at the time. A lot of hooligans, a lot of
fighting... it just wasn’t a safe-looking
space... The language, the things that
were being shouted at the players..
obvious homophobia.” (Carl Fearn)

“I would go to football as a football fan, but in
those times, it would be late seventies, ear-
ly eighties, it would have been inconceivable
to be able to be open about that. It would
have been simply too dangerous.” (Stewart
Selby, founder of Arsenal gaygooners)




“Seven-and-a-half years ago, before | joined
the group, would | be walking in front of thou-
sands of people in a parade waving flags in an
Arsenal shirt? Couldn’t see myself being that
sort of person.” (Elliott Guthrie)

“For me, [Pride] was the
best day of feeling fully
inclusive with Arsenal,
with my relationship be-
tween my genderidenti-
ty and my sexuality and
my love of football. [..]
It's slightly better than
it was 20 years ago. It’s
stillnot great...but | think
that’'s something that
will change as time will
go on.” (Abi Broomfield)



“I really appreciated
walking down London
Pride, wearing my Arse-
nal shirt but with Pride
on the back, and it’s
like the two parts of my
identity coming togeth-
er, and that’s why | ab-
solutely love that me-
mento.” (Elliot Guthrie)

“'ve gone to games
with my wife, I've gone
to games with friends,
I've gone to games at
the corporate level, but
| have to say when | go
with the gaygooners,
the whole experience is
better. It’s better, for me,
it’s better.” (Joanna Fox)

“The group has helped
me define myself as a
person more than | ever
did. | feel like there’s a
lot of wasted years in
my life when | couldn’t
be myself.” (Carl Fearn)

“The friendships ['ve
slowly made with oth-
er gaygooners have be-
come some of the most

sincerest and genu-
ine of my life. Not just
the commonality of our
team and sexuality but
because they are in-
credibly good, funny
and incredible people.”
(Jonathan Paylor)

“Being in a communi-
ty and a group like the
gaygooners gives you
security, it gives you
something to fall back
on when the going gets
tough. [..] Football used
to bring out a demon
fromwithinme...but now
| think | have much more
things in my life to wor-
ry about... | think | enjoy
my games more feeling
this way than | did when
| was male.” (Cherylin
Hall)



Image of former Arsenal gaygooners’
chairs: “It was the formalising the actual
reality of claiming our space in our club.
It’s our club as well as everybody else’s in
the community’s club, and we have every
right to be there as everybody else. |[..]
There were a lot of people on the march
that a) were surprised to see us there and
b) they didn’t want us there, because it
was football and all that football carried
with it!” (Stewart Selby, founder of Arse-
nal gaygooners)

“That’s a gaygooners badge. it’s got Ar-
senal colours, red and white and then of
course it’s got the rainbow and the trans,
it's got the whole more up to date rain-
bow flag with representing LGBT people
who are black and ethnic as well, so | like
the fact that it’s got everyone on there,
and my group.” (Valerie Flanagan)

“So for our tenth anniversary... they want-
ed to do a bit more than usual to cele-
brate ten years... and in the programme
they wanted us to do a bit of a history of
gaygooners.[...] | produced this timeline of
events.. They condensed it down to two
[pages] and that’s a double spread in the
programme.” (Angus Moorat)

“So | picked this [pro-
gramme] because me and
a few trans people were in-
vitedtothatgame,toaposh
box, so there was about 20
of us, all trans or trans al-
lies and it was about gay-
gooners saying that yes,
we are called gaygooners,
but actually we’re LGBT
and we want to do some-
thing for the trans group.”
(Lea Baynes)

“It’s [a picture] with Carl as
well who's become a great
friend in the group. We
worked together on the
committee for a few years
as well. Always a mentor to
me in a way, in the group,
in terms of building up my
confidence withinthe com-
mittee, to now take over
from him as cochair. So |
think that picture is espe-
cially meaningful.” (Jacob
Jefferson)




“For me, [joining gaygooners] has
changed my experience. It's allowed me
to watch more games, definitely, I've got-
ten to meet quite a number of people....
it’s a family... it makes me feel at home.”
(Kimmy K)

“Since joining the gaygooners, it’s obvi-
ously opened up a lot more opportuni-
ties. I've gone to a lot more games than |
ever would have expected, been to away
games, travelled around, soit’s just men-
tal how I've been given opportunities as
well as being with social people as well,
socialising with everyone.” (Tyler Mar-
shall)

“The friendships I've slowly made with
other gaygooners have become some
of the most sincerest and genuine of
my life. Not just the commonality of our
team and sexuality but because they
are incredibly good, funny and incredi-
ble people.” (Jonathan Paylor)
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“For us to have a group to go with to
matches, that we’re comfortable and
safe with, is amazing really.” (Valerie

Flanagan)

“| love [my gaygooners scarf], but | hav-
en’t worn it out too much because obvi-
ouslyl’dwearittomatches,butlwouldn’t

wear it out-out because you don’t know
how someone is gonna react to that. |
doloveitand|'mglad | boughtit. It’s just
nice to have some memorabilia, some-
thing to wear to represent myself. [..] |
feel safe when ’'m around other LGBT
Arsenal supporters. | feel safe around
them, ‘cause again, we're quite good
group size.” (Abi Bloomfield)

“I think with all the best will and interven-
tions in the world, you cannot stop trans-
phobia, you cannot stop being anti-gay -
you can only show your support and your
love for it, and Arsenal are doing as much
as|think they possibly can.” (Cherylin Hall)

“Arsenal have, you can see in that picture,
the Love is Love banner that they have in
the stands. They have rainbow pyrotech-
nics and everything, and it’s a really nice...
It's a subtle touch.[...] “Idon’t feel unsafein
my stadium or anything like that, | feel like
the people around me and the club have
my back. It made me feel almost protect-
ed by the club and valued.” (Selena Cham-
bers)

“There have been a number of occasions
where I've had to deal with homophobic
Issues at games while the game is being
played... when it crosses the line and it
starts to err on the homophobia, it’s im-
portant that we're sat together because
there’s safety in numbers.” (Carl Fearn)




“The first Pride event attended by
the Arsenal gaygooners in 2013.
[..] That was our very first public
outing if you like. [...] People were
really shocked... we noticed that
and felt it as being seismic for us,
and it was also seismic for the
people that were seeing it, be-
cause they hadn’t seen it before.”
(Stewart Selby, founder of Arse-
nal gaygooners)

“In 2013 | was going to Pride as

usual.. I'd heard the day before,
looking at the Arsenal website,

that there was a group, a new
group called the gaygooners had
been formed... and they were go-
ing to be marching at Pride. |[...]

| had my Arsenal shirt on and |

just thought... they’re my people.
[So,] | leapt the barrier with a sin-
gle bound and managed to get
over, and there was a big cheer
because I'd got over the barrier...”
(Jonathan Green)

“We were given free shirts
with Pride on the back, it was
just phenomenal, and then
dancing my way around the
streets of London as part of
the Parade with fellow gay-
gooners was just absolutely
magnificent. It was definite-
ly one of the best days ever,
and certainly one of my best
Prides.” (Sarah Tyce)

“[Pride]wassuchagreat
day, great vibe, and it
was Dbrilliant because
there were lots of us!
There were more than

| anticipated, but the
people that you often
see sporadically at the
pub, they’re all there.
And we connected with

a fellow gaygooner and
her wife.” (Joanna Fox)

“I'd never actually gone to Pride before, but
the first two times I've been with Arsenal,
so Arsenal actually hire a bus with massive
speakers. We're all there in Arsenal tops, Ar-
senal flags, we’ve had a stadium announcer
who has also joined us, last year, and that’s
the bus in the background there in that one,
and it’sjust an unreal day. Being Pride, | don’t
thinkleverwould have gonePride beforethat
because | haven’t got a gay group of friends
essentially, or anything, to go with, so | went
with gaygooners, managed to experience
Pride. It was just unreal to see loads of peo-
ple there celebrating, and just a completely
different atmosphere.” (Tyler Marshall)
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“If they didn’t have gaygooners | don’t
think | would have come out as trans
when | did.[..] they’ve all been there and
been absolutely amazing and without
them | don’t think I'd be the person | am
today.” (Lea Baynes)

“'ve got my gaygooners scarf.. It’s a
statement. It’s as important as my scarf
for homophobia and racism.” (Stewart
Selby, founder of Arsenal gaygooners)

“The Emirates is very accessible in the
sense that | can get lifts up to where
| was sat, so that was very helpful for
me. It intersects slightly, and | think if
Arsenal weren’t so accommodating, |
would struggle. I've not really been to
any away matches since I've got disa-
bled. It adds another barrier to getting
to matches, but | know it is still possi-
ble, it’s just a lot more planning than
say non-disabled fans would have to
go through.” (Abi Bloomfield)

“If we were talking about this 20 years
ago, 30 yearsago,we’d be talking about
race, which was a massive issue. Even
stillis, to be fair. See what happens after
the world cup with the young boys be-
ing racially abused because of missing
the penalties, so if that is still an issue,
no wonder they’re too scared to come
out as gay, because if race is still an is-
sue that we're trying to tackle, how are
yc)>u going to tackle sexuality?” (Kimmy
K

“I've always felt welcomed. And my
experience of going to the games has
been heightened.” (Cherylin Hall)

“Football can be for everybody. Re-
gardless of background, colour, culture,
sexuality, it doesn’t matter, football can
bring everybody together. [...] My boys
regularly play for the gaygoonersin the
tournament... they will often not play
for their own teams because they want
to come and play for the gaygooners.”
(Sarah Tyce)



“Growingup asanadultbeingabletogoto
Meadow Park and actually go into games,
that was an incredible experience, and it
felt home and comfortable and for me,
women’s football, the players being so
open, when | used to go the players used
to bring their families, and it was the first
time experience of lesbian couples with
children, so it was where | became com-
fortable with my sexuality.” (Lea Baynes)

“Sometimes | take my daughter, and
sometimes | take my wife. Mostly | take
my daughter [to women’s matches] ‘cause
she prefers the atmosphere - it’s friendly,
It’s softer, she can sense, and | think she
reached an age where she can sense the
men’s game was quite tense and angry.”
(Joanna Fox)

Image provided by Joanna Fox

“With the women’s match I don’t have that
intimidation, it’s a lot more friendly, more
family orientated.” (Abi Bloomfield)



“I don’t want the younger gen-
erations to have to go through
life like | did, being afraid to be
themselves.. So that gives me
great satisfaction knowing that
they can happily join our group
and feel part of the family.” (Carl
Fearn)

“In November Arsenal held an
internal all-staff meeting... | was
the only ordinary fan in front
of 300 people. The Chief Exec
of Arsenal was there. We were
the only group that was invited,
just to show the importance. |
think the club are really proud of
what we do. | feel like | belong,
and that’s important to me, and
| want all the other members to
feel that.” (Carl Fearn)

“Arsenal have been brilliant in
their unwavering support of LG-
BTQ+ fans, unwavering in their
support in terms of the video,
their stuffinthe programmes, on
the websites, Gay History Month,
having the five-aside Rainbow
Laces match last week, having
a match which is dedicated to
Rainbow Laces, we couldn’t ask
them to do anymore. And | be-
lieve that’s had areal positive ef-
fect .. on matchday.” (Jonathan
Green)

“Suddenly 60,000 people saw
me, a gay man, up on the big
screen [for Arsenal’s campaign
to promote inclusivity and zero
tolerance for discrimination,
particularly homophobial. It was
quite an experience... that’s just
one short snap of me doing my
hello,I’'m gay,don’tbe homopho-
bic..You don’t sometimes real-
iIse the effect you have on other
people..” (Jonathan Green)

“For me, [the flag] just repre-
sented me and what | see with
the club with the cannons, obvi-
ously we're the Gunners. And so
| brought that because, for me,
that was the best day [Pride] of
feeling fully inclusive with Ar-
senal, with my relationship be-
tween my gender identity and
my sexuality and my love of foot-
ball, love of Arsenal. [...] This flag
just represents the club to me,
and it was such an excellent day,
| couldn’t praise it enough. So,
I've got my flag of when | waved
that around on.” (Abi Bloomfield)

“[Arsenal] did a Rainbow Laces
advert...| showed it at school in a
training day, as an illustration of
what allyship is, why it's so im-
portant and how that made me
feel.. [...] It just made me think,
‘Oh my goodness, this is so far
removed from where | started as
an Arsenalfanandsome ofthose
times.” So those things matter.
l..] There’s a wider framework to
why | feel that my identity as a
gay man, my identity as an Ar-
senal supporter rest comforta-
bly with each other now... they’re
not in silos anymore.” (Daniel)
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