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002 Studio 03 Projects

From Kitchen Cabinet to 
Public Room 

01 Kitchen Cabinet

02 Public Room

Our study was situated at the 
intersection of Britannia Street and the 
disused subterranean railway cutting 
that once served Kings Cross 
Thameslink station. Through drawing 
and model-making, we conducted a 
detailed horizontal and vertical analysis 
of the site. We explored numerous 
cultural and material contexts 
encompassing occupancy, ravines, 
bridge connections, and cuttings. 
These elements testified to the 
passage of day and night, weather, 
maintenance, cleaning, patching, 
reuse, and occasional replacement. 
From our observations, we pose the 
question: how does food help 
communities situate their lives, and 
how, as architects, should we respond?  

Kitchen Cabinet proposed a small-
scale building located at the edge of 
the site, transcending both 
underground and above-ground 
conditions. Working at several scales, 

Using the same site but scaling up in 
use and tectonic complexity, the 
second project, Public Room for 100 
people, challenged food growing, 
reuse, and distribution in the city, 
providing a fresh perspective on 
localism through nutrition knowledge 
and welfare.

this provided a social, cultural, and 
material diagnosis of the site, engaging 
new thresholds and envelopes 
between, above, and below, 
connecting an assemblage of lives and 
activities through food.
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Fig 01: Public Room, Gaetano Coco
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Fig 01-05: Public Room, Gaetano Coco
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floor plans
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Fig 01: Public Room, Gaetano Coco
Fig 02-04: Public Room, Moein Memari
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Fig 01-05: Kitchen Cabinet, Gaetano Coco
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the kitchen cabinet

13

The first of two planned gatehouses, this structure marks the entrance to the site and serves as a community hub. Built with recycled timber, corten 
steel, and translucent polycarbonate, it features a ground-floor kitchen for shared meals and events, and a bright, adaptable upper space for 
workshops and cultural activities. A green roof supports biodiversity, while a perimeter pathway enhances openness and circulation. The second 
gatehouse will be developed in a future phase as the Semester B.
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11

design process The initial sketches explore potential locations for the kitchen 
cabinet. Interactions with the existing buildings on site 

suggest defining a communal space through two pavilions 
situated at opposite entrances. A cloistered walkway 

enhances the site's permeability, even when the complex is 
closed, while a central hub formed by two gatehouses 

provides a protected area for community activities.vision & foundation
The project began with the Kitchen Cabinet, a 
compact intervention exploring themes of 
community, food and shared space. It laid the 
groundwork for the Festival Hall, a more ambitious 
development that expands its civic and ecological 
vision. Together, they form a design trajectory 
rooted in collective use, environmental integration 
and urban resilience.

The Festival Hall embraces sustainability as a core 
principle, following the RIBA Sustainable 
Outcomes Guide and incorporating aspects of 
BREEAM and Passivhaus. Biodiversity is supported 
through green roofs and a rooftop garden that 
create habitats and contribute to a healthier city 
environment, in line with RIBA Outcome 4 Healthy 
and Resilient Places.

A key feature is the use of hydroponic food 
production within disused underground 
infrastructure beneath the site. This system offers a 
model for urban agriculture that could be 
replicated across other suitable sites along the 
former London Underground network.

The roof garden serves both ecological and social 
purposes, offering a space for community 
engagement and city views. Two small entrance 
structures create sound-insulated areas for rest and 
gathering, providing calm thresholds to the hall.

Material selection prioritises low-impact, renewable 
and recycled resources, reducing whole-life carbon 
and supporting circular economy aims, in line with 
RIBA Outcome 1 Net Zero Carbon Whole Life.

These strategies express a foundation committed 
to sustainability, inclusion and adaptability, shaping 
a civic space for contemporary urban life.
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Fig 01-05: Public Room, Salma Chbani
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Fig 01-05: Public Room, Nilie Wilhelmsen
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The project evolved from the base of the 

Kitchen Cabinet, a square volume placed next 

to the ventilation shaft. This was continued 

as a series of seven interconnected units that 

form a rhythmic structure. To enhance the flow 

from the parking lot, a rectangular volume was 

added directly on the existing ground floor – 

without height differences.

Large, vertical windows open up the facade, 

while wood cladding adds material warmth 

and contrast. The decision anchors the 

building in the logic of the site, referring to 

the existing bridge structures over the railway 

tracks – open connections without stairs, but 

with clear direction and accessibility.

35

The entrance is centrally located towards the 

former parking area – now a shared outdoor 

space – and leads directly into the building’s 

internal movement pattern. 

The door’s placement relates to the axis of the 

veranda and provides an immediate overview. 

The shape reflects the arches from the 

underground structure and continues their 

rhythm. 

The wall is kept closed to preserve weight, 

direction and contrast with the open parts of 

the hall.
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Fig 01-07: Public Room, Kesena Amaiyo
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002 Studio 03

Fig 01-05: Kitchen Cabinet, Robert Grace

Concept of a following pavilion garden space, each pavilion would be abl to house events.W

Concept of a following pavilion garden space, each pavilion would be abl to house events.W

Concept of a following pavilion garden space, each pavilion would be abl to house events.W

Concept of a building resembling a mushroom growing up from the depth of the tunnels.

Followng on from the previous concept keeping the lyon style Treboles, this one would give a more fluid space which each level being a vertical farm/garden that you would be able to traverse up through.

Concept of a following pavilion garden space, each pavilion would be abl to house events.W
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Fig 01-03: Public Room, Oluwakorede 
Adesunloye
Fig 04: Kitchen Cabinet, Valentyna Iakovleva

Fig 01-04: Kitchen Cabinet, Olha Savchuk
Fig 05-06: Public Room, Sezer Tahiroglu

Fig 05: Public Room, Olha Savchuk
Fig 06: Public Room, Sezer Tahiroglu
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FROM COFFEE TREE TO PUBLIC HALL: 
ARCHITECTURAL PROPOSITION 
 
This visionary proposal originates from the metaphor of a coffee 
tree—a symbol of gathering, growth, and nourishment. The building 
evolves from the idea of a kitchen cabinet into an expansive public 
hall, representing a shift from domestic intimacy to collective 
experience. 
 
Organic Forms and Flowing Movement: 
The structure is composed of dynamic, flowing forms that recall the 
twisting trunks and branches of a coffee tree. These sculptural ribbons 
create an enveloping skin, suggesting movement and warmth. The 
fluidity of the design allows for natural circulation and the integration 
of communal nooks—places to sit, reflect, and connect. 
 
Embedded Public Landscape: 
Surrounding the building is a carefully patterned field of rounded 
seating pods, resembling scattered coffee beans. This landscape 
invites informal gathering and playful interaction, extending the 
building’s hospitality into the public realm. 
 
Interior as Community Vessel: 
Inside, the volumes unfold into flexible spaces for conversation, 
performance, food-sharing, and learning. Like the fruit of the coffee 
tree, the interior holds energy and potential—designed to adapt to 
evolving community needs. 

Figure 20. First conceptual sketches of KITCHEN CABINET and FESTIVAL HALL 19

Figure 28. Final proposal sketch and model 1:20. 
KITCHEN CABINET, Britaniia & Wicklow streets, London, 

United Kingdom

33

Figure 51. Physical models: FESTIVAL HALL for 100 people (1:100) and adjust the KITCHEN CABINET, 1:20

 26

Figure 37. Initial proposal for the Festival Hall, including sketches and an early model render.
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Project 2: Cheese Factory
Section Drawings

18

Proposal 

Proposal 1:20 Section Model
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Proposal 

Proposal 1:20 Section Model

DEVELOPMENT
General arrangement drawings of whole site canopy layout, with the main building split up across the site to create flow and adventure. 

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
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