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Building and Belonging
“As soon as the stranger arrives at the 
unknown city and his eye penetrates 
the pine cone of pagodas and garrets 
and haymows, following the scrawl of 
canals, gardens, rubbish heaps, they 
immediately distinguishes which are 
the princes palaces, the high priest’s 
temples, the tavern, the prison, the 
slum. This - some say - confirms the 
hypothesis that each person bears in 
their mind a city made only of 
differences…”
- Italo Calvino

This year, Studio One set out to 
explore how architecture can respond 
meaningfully to context, memory, and 
collective identity. Working with a live 
brief from artist-led organisation Knot 
Works, students imagined a new 
cultural building for the historic town of 
Rye, East Sussex, a place shaped by 
centuries of maritime life, layered 
histories, and local folklore. 

The project asked how architecture 
might support creativity, care, and 
connection, while responding to Rye’s 

002 Studio 01 Projects

rich urban fabric. Students investigated 
adaptive reuse, narrative design, and 
how new interventions might 
respectfully inhabit and expand historic 
settings. Through drawings, models, 
writing, and storytelling, they 
developed proposals rooted in the 
specifics of place, yet open to 
speculation and future possibility. 

Studio One challenged students to 
immerse themselves in Rye’s unique 
historic and cultural context, and to 
expand their architectural vocabulary in 
response. They investigated adaptive 
reuse, narrative design, and how new 
interventions might thread into the 
existing fabric of a place still very much 
alive with history. The resulting work 
offers a range of architectural 
propositions that explore how buildings 
can cultivate community, invite 
continuity, and create settings for new 
stories to unfold.



30 31

Studio 01002 002 Studio 01

Fig 01: Building and Belonging, Emilia Guidai
Fig 02: Building and Belonging, Ismaeel Minhas

Fig 01-02: Building and Belonging, Ismaeel 
Minhas

The Completed Thought: Final Proposed section 1:100 A2 

Section of site and proposal 1:100 A2
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Fig 01-04: Building and Belonging, Armaan 
Ahmed

002 Studio 01

Fig 01-02: Building and Belonging, Omar Amin

002 Studio 01

Ground Floor Plan
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Interiors and adjustable floor system that allows to modify space height according to Interiors and adjustable floor system that allows to modify space height according to 
artists’ needsartists’ needs

Axonometric view (looking from N towards S)
1:50 on A2 
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Fig 01-02: Building and Belonging, Adrianna DrudzFig 01-05: Building and Belonging, Adrianna Drudz
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BB’ SectionBB’ Section
1:100

BB’ SectionBB’ Section
1:100

Entry moment into the lane and first glimpse of the building.Entry moment into the lane and first glimpse of the building.
Partially revealed draws the visitor further in, balancing the openness with a sense of 

discovery.
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Section A – Overlaps of Making, Movement and Quiet 

Ground Floor Plan

1. Entrance
2. Amphitheatre
3. Storyteller Area
4. Kitchen
5. Storage
6. Shop Area
7. Exit

Fig 01-02: Building and Belonging, Jonatas Silva Fig 01: Building and Belonging, Meklajt Koro
Fig 02: Building and Belonging, Zhi Chen
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002 Studio 01 002 Studio 01

Fig 01-02: Building and Belonging, Ryan 
Neamand
Fig 03: Building and Belonging, Adrianna Drudz

Fig 01: Building and Belonging, Roxana Mihali
Fig 02: Building and Belonging, Zhi Chen
Fig 03: Building and Belonging, Emilia Giudai

Proposal Drawing Ground Floor Plan
1:200 A3
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN 1:100@A2
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Key Artists, featuring Peter Dreher’s and Ron Mueck’s works.Key Artists, featuring Peter Dreher’s and Ron Mueck’s works.
Workspace will be designed for two photographers, three sculptors and one painter.
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Back to Front II

01 Minor intervention & 
Berlin

02 Major Project

Studio 2 returned to East London and 
an examination of post war housing 
estates. Successful in many ways, 
these estates however, present an 
uncomfortable face to the city. Our 
students carefully catalogued existing 
conditions and in learning from street 
patterns and arrangements of the past, 
proposed contemporary alterations to 
our city streets. Where underused/
abandoned gardens meet the city is 
where we began. Could these back 
conditions become an new front, a 
newly enlivened city street?

Following an investigation of childhood 
spatial memories, the first project of 
the year proposed small adjustments 
to what are usually large housing 
blocks (60, 70, 80 units) with no 
provision of any other amenity. No 
shops, no workspace, often no play 
space. These proposals were informed 
by a week-long visit to Berlin where we 
visited carefully designed mixed use, 

Learning from these studies and 
proposals, students independently 
developed their own brief based on 
their findings, successes in the first 
project (as well as identifying failures). 
This expansion brief allowed for a 
mid-year self-critique which then led to 
carefully designed proposals.

Guests & Collaborators:
Jamie-Scott Baxter (TU, Berlin)
Jane Clossick (London Met)
Keita Tajima (UEL)
Felix Xylander-Swannell (Berlin)
Joe Douglas & Amalia Ribac
Lori Lee Fong (Pilbrow and Partners)
Steve Harley (TSA)

multigenerational housing projects as 
well as celebrated works of 20th and 
early 21st Century architecture.
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Fig 01-05: Back to Front, Archie Buxton
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Scale 1:100

Long Section

Model of Proposal
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Fig 01-03: Back to Front, Archie Buxton
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Scale 1:100

West Elevation, View From Temple Street

Shop-Frontages Repairing Temple Street

Bildhauerwerkstatt | Berlin Sculpture Workshop

Saw-Tooth Roof

Newport Street Gallery, Caruso St John
Saw Roof Roof on Site.

0.5 1 5 10m

Scale 1:100

Proposal Plan

Working 1:20 Facade Model

Model of Facade
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0 2 1051

From the flat to the school

Studio 02002

Fig 01-04: Back to Front, Holly Howells-Ripley Fig 01-04: Back to Front, Holly Howells-Ripley

A Prototypal Proposal: The music school

The resident of flat 1 of Cobden House longs to share their love for music. This proposal 
allows for the resident to house a grand piano for them to teach to the other residents of 
Bethnal Green. 

The room is designed to be as soundproofed as possible to prevent disturbance to the 
neighbours. The corridor from flat one to the room features floor to ceiling shelving units 
that allow for the resident to store their records and sheet music. The garden space for the 
Verdigris apartment has also been increased as a gift. This new school adds a new front to 
Old Bethnal Green Road.
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Spacial Exploration

Western Yard Eastern Yard

Outdoor playspaces

Studio 02002

 New Elizabeth Selby Infant School
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1 - The Forest

2 - The Classrooms

3 - The Kitchen

4 - The Hall

5 - The Reception

6 - The Staffroom

7 - The Library 

8 - Caretakers Flat
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Fig 01-03: Back to Front, Yuliana OleksiukFig 01: Back to Front, Holly Howells-Ripley
Fig 02-04: Back to Front, Yuliana Oleksiuk
Fig 05-06: Back to Front, Zita Slupetzky

002 Studio 02
A Home for Music
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Reimagining the street

Timber facades open to the street

Restaurant with a garden on a rooftop

01

02

The spatial rhythm of the interior

The spatial rhythm of the interior

The spatial rhythm of the interior

spaces intereaction
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Studio 02002

Fig 01: Back to Front, Archie Buxton
Fig 02: Back to Front, Pedro Cano
Fig 03-04: Back to Front, Irina Ermolenco

Fig 05: Back to Front, Lydia Fernandes

Studio 02002

Fig 01,03&09: Back to Front, Elizabeth Ferial
Fig 02: Back to Front, Chloe Mawette
Fig 04: Back to Front, Daniel Espinoza

Fig 05&08: Back to Front, Lydia Fernandes
Fig 06: Back to Front, Yuliana Oleksiuk
Fig 07: Back to Front, Cosmin Maga
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Elevation showing how the building affects shadow casting.

Proposal - 3D Model
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Studios of Belonging
Birds Eye View 
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Studios of Belonging
Front Elevation of the project 

Model 1:25 Scale 

Site Model of Cobden House

Small sunken extensions to existing ground floor act as entrance rooms
Near the edge of the pavement, a series of interlinked structures act as live-work spaces for ground 
floor tenants, with entrances facing the street. The former private gardens become a communal 
garden for the residents. 
As needed, the upper floor’s balconies are extended and openings are created as doorways onto 
extensions and balconies.
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Berlin Study Trip 
Brief 1b

[Berlin inshights]

Succesful back to front conditions found in berlin, theres not a clear entrances but the build-
ings really blend with the sourroundings.Also my focus its more on the strucutre of are they 

build and form of it. As they are quite busy areas even welcoming. 
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Studios of Belonging
Ground Floor Plan 
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Fig 06: Back to Front, Yuliana Oleksiuk
Fig 07: Back to Front, Archie Buxton

002 Studio 02

Fig 01: Back to Front, Frank Coulthard
Fig 02: Back to Front, Archie Buxton
Fig 03: Back to Front, Irina Ermolenco

Fig 04: Back to Front, Yuliana Oleksiuk
Fig 05: Back to Front, Holly Howells-Ripley

Light

I began to model using the principles of the Moore House; scale, light, 
shadow and intimacy.

Sketch Modelling Spatial Layers

Intimacy Scale Shadow

Proposal Axonometric

0.5 1 5 10m
Scale 1:100

The new buildings push outward toward the street, 

maximizing interior space while activating the public realm. 

Their play�ul shapes and lively �acades create visual interest, 

inviting engagement and drawing the community in.

Tree Top Book Nook

Within the classrooms hide booknooks. Located above the toilets the children can figuratively 
climb the trees located in the forest outside their windows. Here a space for quiet reading 

and an oppurtunity to escape a chaotic classroom is provided. Above the rest of the class the 
children can sit on comfy bean bags and escape into a world of their imagination. 
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The new buildings push outward toward the street, 

maximizing interior space while activating the public realm. 

Their play�ul shapes and lively �acades create visual interest, 

inviting engagement and drawing the community in.
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