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Act 2015 to have due regard, when carrying out their functions, to the need to 
prevent individuals from being drawn into terrorism. 

37. The Office for Students (OfS) was responsible for monitoring the higher
education sector’s compliance with the Prevent Duty and required universities to
submit an annual report on their compliance as part of the Annual Accountability
Returns. The OfS also required a data return on the operation of welfare policies,
events and speakers, involvement in ‘multi-agency referrals’ and Prevent training
to staff (staff trained for the first time and refresher training).  During the OfS’
transitional year, the data set requirements had been amended to understand
more granular detail of the operation of key areas without the need to request a
detailed report; and for further contextual data. The key changes included:

• A new data set around the number of welfare cases referred for formal specialist
advice and support to provide assurance that welfare procedures are in
operation in the absence of any Prevent-related welfare concerns.

• New data sets on external speakers around the total number of speaker and
events applications approved through the external speakers process, the
number of events/speakers approved where mitigations had been introduced
relating to Prevent (and freedom of speech indirectly), and the number of any
speaker/event requests rejected by the process.

Conclusions: 

38. The Board:

i) Approved the annual report on the University’s compliance with the
Prevent Duty, for submission to the OfS;

ii) Authorised the Chair to sign the declaration on compliance with the
Prevent Duty required by the OfS.

Annual Provider Review 

39. The Board received a report which had been prepared in order to enable them
to approve the Assurance Statements for academic quality and standards as
required by the OfS as part of the Annual Accountability Returns. The report had
been considered by the Academic Board at its meeting on 7 November 2018.

Conclusions: 

40. The Board:
i) considered the report and action plan to which would support the

submission to OfS of the 2018-19 Annual Accountability Return
Assurance Statements on Academic Quality and Standards;

ii) noted that the University’s approach to improving students’ academic
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