Social Work Teaching and Learning  2004/05

London Metropolitan University Department of Applied Social Science invites service users to work with teaching staff and social work students
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What do we hope to achieve?

We hope to involve service users

· aged 18 years and above 

· from a wide range of groups

· who are linked with services

to contribute to teaching and learning for future social workers 

What will it involve?

Service users are already involved in the following ways: 

1. Recruitment: Service users work with us in the process of recruiting new social work students for the social work degree course. This could mean being part of a group interview or helping to devise questions 

2. Planning courses: Service users views are sought regarding what should be included in a social work course and what has been missed out.

3. Contributing to the teaching programme: This could mean being involved in presenting a workshop, a seminar or lecture or working alongside a social work teacher in helping students understand the perspective of service users.

4. Assessing student’s work. Helping us to make sure that social work students are competent for their future employment as social workers.

5. Newsletter. Contributing to a service user newsletter. 


How will service users benefit?

As well as some financial reward there are other potential benefits in relation to contact with London Met University e.g. use of the Library or computer facilities or access to courses.

What some services users have said about the benefits: 

· ‘People are listening and respecting what experiences Service Users bring’

· ‘Tables are turned, the boot’s on the other foot – students get assessed by Service Users!’

· Understanding myself and self awareness

For further information
Nora Duckett

Senior Lecturer Social Work

Department of Applied Social Science

London Metropolitan University

Ladbroke House,

62-66 Highbury Grove,

London, N5 2AD. 

Tel direct: 020 7133 5004

email: n.duckett@londonmet.ac.uk
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