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1. Preface

Action Women: the real story of the Women’s Institutes has been a most
successful joint venture. Working with The Women’s Library, London
Metropolitan University, with funding from the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, has
shown the WI a whole new approach to exhibitions. Mounting an exhibition about
our history, drawing on our extensive archives, is something we have not done
before.

The Federations who have collaborated with The Women’s Library in adding the
local dimension and all those involved have said how much they have learned
and how much they have enjoyed it.

I am delighted that the final outcome of this project will encourage and help
Federations and WIs to set up their own exhibitions. They have only to follow the
guidelines in this Toolkit, which is the distillation of all that experience. Charlotte
Dew, the project curator, has produced an exhaustive checklist.

The original touring exhibition could only visit three venues – now it’s time for the
rest of the country. The seven panels that were central to the exhibition and
many of the display aids will now be available for anyone to borrow. Federations
can start to make links with their local museums and galleries and find a whole
new audience to whom they can tell the ‘real story of the WI’, and convince even
more people that we are ‘action women’.

Fay Mansell, Chair, National Federation of Women’s Institutes
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2. Introduction

2.1 Project description

The Action Women exhibition and toolkit are a resource for WI members. They
can be used to assist with the development of local and regional exhibitions
about the history and future of the WI movement.






