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LEARNING & TEACHING WORKSHOP

THEME: DEVELOPING STUDENT WRITING  

Tuesday 2nd  March 2004, 1.30-4.30pm
North campus, Tower Building - Benwell Extension, room LG13/14

PART I [1.30-2.45]

1. Welcome [5 mins] - Dr Petra Wend (Director for Learning, Teaching & Student Affairs)

2. Presentation [40 mins]: "Writing in the Disciplines" Project - Sally Mitchell, Project Coordinator (Queen Mary, University of London) – see information at the following websites:
http://www.prs-ltsn.leeds.ac.uk/generic/wid.html
http://www.learndev.qmul.ac.uk/wid/Newsletter2.pdf
http://www.thinkingwriting.qmul.ac.uk/index.htm
3. Questions/discussion [30 mins]
Tea/coffee break 2.45-3.00

PART II [3.00-4.30]

Chair: Steve Wilson [CAPD]

1. Panel discussion [50 mins] - Approaches to Writing & Language Development panel members:

· Marion Colledge (English for Academic Purposes programme)

· Donna Dustin (Applied Social Sciences)

· Phil Groves (Students' Union)

· Sandra Sinfield (Learning Development Unit, College of London) – see below
· Peter Storfer (Humanities, Arts and Languages)

· Marie Turner (International Programme, College of London)

2. General discussion of key issues [40 mins] 
workshop organised by the Directorate for Learning, Teaching & Student Affairs [DLTSA]

and the Centre for Academic Professional Development
Student Writing – presentation by Sandra Sinfield
Context:

Nowhere in the university system is the debate about the ‘crisis’ in education and the ‘lowering of standards’ more intense than in the arena of student writing (Lillis 2001). 

Lecturers: 

· Little time to tackle complex issues with students

· Run increasingly larger lecture & seminar groups

· Few opportunities for formative feedback

 Students: working – with little time

· to tackle new material

· to practice their thinking/writing

· to familiarise themselves with a bewildering array of assessment engines

Presentations  & seminars 

Essays, reports, papers, dissertations & projects

Case studies & child studies

Annotated bibliographies

Reading Records

Learning Logs

Abstracts & Summaries

Seen & unseen exams

Open or closed book exams

Exams with differing time limits

Exams with differing word limits

AND that perennial favourite

Group work – with group mark awarded

Group work – with individual mark awarded

Plus or minus self- and/or peer evaluation

Perhaps it is not that the trouble with students is that they cannot write…

But that the problem for students is that they have to write when:

· Insufficiently inducted into the epistemology, discourse and content of a subject

· Tackling new material, at new levels within a variety of assessment engines

· Having little opportunity to ‘write to learn’ or to practice their writing

The locus for the development of student writing will always be  subject teaching, however Learning Development can offer strategies, resources and staff development activities to support subject staff with their writing work with students.
Strategies

Typically offer an introduction to Academic writing in terms of attempting to de-mystify the forms and processes involved: ‘What, why and how…’

What: explaining the rules and conventions of academic writing – with models 

Why: explaining the heuristic function of writing to learn – and alleviating the stress induced by the struggle to write

How: taking students through successful plan, research, draft, review and edit processes e.g.  ‘Ten steps to assignment success’

Resources – for staff and students:

Teaching and learning materials in LC213

Student resources in the WCW

Examples:

Ten steps to assignment success

Essay writing pack 

‘Write2learn’ multimedia programme – in development
Staff Development - 

Learning and Language Development Group 

Indicate interest: s.sinfield@londonmet.ac.uk
