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	Here is this year’s final edition of our newsletter for Initial Teacher Training coordinators in the London Metropolitan primary partnership. Please feel free to pass it on to your headteacher and any other interested staff.  The newsletter is now also available on our partnership website, which now has a new, simpler URL: http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/partnership


	Stephen Allen

Academic Leader for Partnership & Resources

stephen.allen@londonmet.ac.uk 

020 7133 2641

Staff news  

It has just been finalised that I will be leaving my job in charge of Partnership next month.  I have taken up the offer of voluntary redundancy.  The exact new arrangements for Partnership have yet to be finalised, but I am sure that Cathy Pomphrey, Academic Leader for Initial Teacher Education, or Alayne Öztürk, the Primary Programme Director, will be in touch with you in the new term.

My redundancy is against a background of financial stringency at the University.  My leaving should be the only effect on Initial Teacher Training, as the money for that part of the University’s work is largely ring-fenced funding from the TDA

Mentor evaluations 
For the first time this year we are asking all our partners in school, either class teachers hosting a PGCE or BEd student, a Stage 2 mentor involved in their training, or an RTP mentor, to complete a mentor evaluation form which will be sent out to your schools very shortly.  Please do encourage the relevant staff in your school to complete the form to give us the fullest picture of how the University’s procedures can be judged and improved.
	
	Recruitment 

Recruitment to all our primary courses is buoyant.  We are already full with a waiting list  for both the PGCE 5-11 and 3-7 routes – there will be just over 100 students on course again next year.  Our RTP course is now virtually at its full point with many applicants awaiting final confirmation; there will be 40+ students in the first year cohort, the largest RTP group in the country.  The BEd Early Years is recruiting really well in this, its second year; we are on target to get our 28 students.
Placement offers for 2009/10 
You should by now have received two forms requesting student places for next year. The first is for PGCE students. and for BEd 2nd Year placements in Key Stage 1. The second is for BA Education International.  BEd 1st Years will all be placed, hopefully in pairs, in Children’s and Early Years Centres only – we will be approaching those settings separately.
Most of you will know already or in the very near future, your class arrangements for next year.  For those who have not already done so, we would be grateful if you could then complete and return your offer forms.  If you need a new one please let Steve Woolf, Partnership Administrator, know:
 020 7133 2643  s.woolf@londonmet.ac.uk 

	Calling Early Years teachers 
We already use a couple of early years teachers from partnership settings/schools to act as supervising tutors and to interview ITT student applicants.  We are looking for more.  
We particularly need you to work with BEd students – for example, when they are in their 1st Year placements in early years settings.

We either pay the cost of supply cover for days out of school, or pay the individual as an Hourly Paid Lecturer if they wish.  If you have experienced early years staff, preferably with the appropriate mentor training, who you think might be interested in such partnership work, ask them to please contact Alayne Öztürk, the Primary Programme Director 020 7133 2638, a.ozturk@londonmet.ac.uk
We also need ITT coordinators or Stage 2 mentors for the final Early Years BEd interviews scheduled for this year (and of course for the future).  If you think you or a colleague could help, please contact Sarah Hosken, BEd Course Leader, on 020 7133 4600 or s.hosken@londonmet.ac.uk. The dates are July 9th, August 21st and September 3rd.  Again, staff or schools/settings are remunerated as above.
School Business Management Degree
London Met is running a new top-up degree BA (Hons) School Business Management.  It is a 2 year, part-time course starting in September 2009 (or February 2010).  If a member of your staff is interested tell them to check the main University website www.londonmet.ac.uk or contact the course leader, Dr Simon Pratt-Adams on 020 7133 2986 or s.pratt@londonmet.ac.uk

	
	Farewell

Finally, many thanks for all your valuable input into the work of the London Met partnership.  You are absolutely essential components of the training of the next generation of our teachers.

I have worked with the University in charge of partnership for 11 years (and even known a few of you for all that time!).  It has been an absolute pleasure to meet you, visit your schools and get to know so many of you.  All the best for the future.

My last day actually working in the University is June 30th; if you do wish to get in contact with me after that, please do so through Steve Woolf (see footer below) who can pass on any messages.
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Partnership queries: 

Steve Woolf, Partnership Administrator, s.woolf@londonmet.ac.uk, 020 7133 2643

