Thank you for your interest in the PhD by Prior Output.

To be eligible to apply for PhD by Prior Output at London Metropolitan University, you must be either a member of staff or associate, honorary or retired member of staff of the University, who has been employed by or associated with the University for at least two years full-time or three years part-time prior to registration for the award; or a graduate alumnus of the University. 

The PhD by Prior Output

The degree of PhD by Prior Output is awarded by London Metropolitan University after the successful presentation of prior output and a covering document of 5,000 to 10,000 words, and a viva voce examination.  The covering document should set the work in context, demonstrate that it constitutes a coherent whole, and state the independent and original contribution to knowledge, or to the advancement of the discipline, which has been made. 

Applicants should note that this is not a short cut to a PhD – it is offered to recognised busy researchers who have concentrated on full time other work as well as researching, and who have been publishing academic refereed work or the equivalent. As much work will have been done as for a conventional PhD, both in terms of time and output, though neither of these can be conventionally measured.

Publication and ‘level’:  the work put forward should be already ‘published’ work in the various conventional meanings of published (print, file, exhibition, etc).  It must have been open to critical academic peer scrutiny.  We expect written publications, for example, to be in peer reviewed journals and/or published under an academic press imprint (University Press, academic publisher – but not all work put out by such publishers will qualify).  They should be part of a common academic corpus, with a perceptible core argument, and should be original, research-based, of high quality and located in an academic discourse.   Outputs should normally be in the public domain, but where deemed appropriate by the Research Degrees Committee they may include private consultancy work of a substantive nature, or creative work currently in private ownership.  In cases where the output is not printed, full details of the availability, circulation, etc of the material should be given.

An output list would normally contain one or more of the following:

· Articles in peer reviewed refereed journals

· Academic monographs from an academic press

· Portfolios of creative works accompanied by some of the above

· Reviewed official reports for Government organisations accompanied by some of the above

An output list would normally not contain any of the following:

· Text books

· Ephemeral works

· ‘popular’ or polemical works


If any works are co-authored, it is essential that there is a clear statement about the applicants’ role and contribution, and applicants should be aware that they will be required to substantiate this. 

Coherence:  we are not seeking to review all of an applicant’s published output, but a sub-set that presents a coherent and linked original contribution.  At the application stage, the list submitted will of course be provisional (it may well be modified as the linking presentation is prepared), but the substantial coherence should be already evident. The nature of a PhD by Prior Output is that it should be, as far as possible, as original and coherent as a conventional PhD degree.  Academic staff frequently work in a variety of cognate areas – even non-cognate areas: it is important that for the purposes of the thesis that they focus, and do not attempt to present just their ‘best’ or most esteemed work if this covers different areas.

Recent material:  the submitted work is presenting an original contribution to knowledge, and it is normally very likely that it will therefore include a proportion of work that has been published recently. The submission should be conceived of as adding to a current debate, not merely being an historical record of a past contribution.

Application Procedure

Please complete sections 1-3 of the application form.  If you are a former member of staff or student of the University, you should then send it to the Graduate School Research Office at the address below, and it will be passed to the appropriate department for consideration.  If you are a current member of staff, you may be able to discuss the application within your department and complete sections 4-6.  Please ensure that prospective supervisors are given a copy of these guidance notes.  Once the department has agreed to support your application, the fully completed form should be returned to the Graduate School Research Office.

The form must be word-processed or typewritten: it is available on the University’s web site at http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/research/the-graduate-school/research-degrees/, and can be emailed to you by the Graduate School Research Office.  By signing the declaration at Section 3 you confirm your agreement to abide by the rules and Regulations of the University if your application is accepted.

Once the completed application form is received, it will be passed to a sub-group of the Research Degrees Committee for consideration.  PhD by Prior Output applications are subject to a quite stringent scrutiny by a multi-disciplinary panel of very experienced supervisors and examiners: we only register applicants who have a high expectation of success.  This is to ensure that applicants do not waste their time in working on a submission that is unlikely to succeed; to protect examiners from being but in a possibly invidious position; and to maintain an exemplary standard for this type of doctorate.

The information you give on your application form will be used for the following purposes only:

1. To enable your application for registration to be considered;

2. To enable the University to compile statistics, or to assist other organisations or individual research workers to do so, provided that no statistical information which would identify you as a person will be published;

3. To enable the University to initiate your student record.

Enrolment and Registration Process

If registration is approved, the Graduate School Research Office will write to you and ask that you arrange a convenient time to come into the Office to enrol formally for the PhD by Prior Output.  Current members of staff will need to first complete a staff fee waiver application in order to be exempt from paying fees.  Your registration will commence as soon as you are able to enrol.

If you are not exempt from paying fees, you will need to pay the part-time research degree fee for the first year in which you are registered, and the writing up fee if you continue into a second year.  

You may submit published work for examination only after a minimum period of six months from enrolment.

For further details, see paragraph 5 and paragraphs 139 - 152 of the University’s Research Degree Regulations.

Please return your form to:
Julie Hart

AB1-01 Tower Building

Graduate School Research Office

London Metropolitan University

Tel: 020 7133 2083

Email: julie.hart@londonmet.ac.uk

