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Group Visits to The Women’s Library

We are pleased to be able to offer enjoyable, informative group visits to The Women’s Library, led by our friendly volunteer guides, free of charge. 

During your tour:

· Find out why a Women’s Library exists at all 

· Visit  the current exhibition 

· Learn about what’s in the largest collection of women’s history materials in the country, and how you can use it yourself

· Get a closer look at original material with our handling collections

Women’s organisations, ESOL learners, professional bodies, local company staff, retired people’s organisations and students of all ages and levels, as well as groups of friends and family have all enjoyed visits here in the past. There is something for everyone at The Women’s Library, and everybody is welcome! 

Group visits are by appointment and need to be booked with us in advance. Please read the information below and complete the accompanying enquiry form. We will then contact you to book your visit.  

What’s in a group visit?

Upon arrival we will give you a brief introduction to The Women’s Library. When you book, choose from a number of options to fit with the interests of your group and the time that you have available. 
Exhibitions- to April 20th 2011: 
Hand Made Tales: Women and

Domestic Crafts
Hand Made Tales is a timely exhibition focussing on the role domestic crafts play in many women’s experiences. It draws on the connections between the current revival of domestic crafts such as sewing, gardening, and cooking and the historical roots of the domestic arts within the home. The exhibition will allow visitors to explore and learn the stories of crafts and the women involved in them through personal tales and fun interactive projects. Come and discover treasures that share the intimate bond between generations from the once mundane to the now

treasured heirlooms of families past.
	
	

	
	Crafted Footnotes by Nicola Malkin

Acclaimed ceramic artist Nicola Malkin has created a series of ceramic and mixed media items. These are beautifully made gigantic versions of everyday objects, inspired by personal

letters, literature and photographs found in the Library’s collections. The works explores the darker side of the lives of women, celebrating their courage, which Nicola connects to her own recently discovered family history in the East End of London. These pieces are found in unexpected places around the Library, forming a trail of hidden stories.

This commission is part of Museumaker, a prestigious national project involving16 museums across the country.


	
	

	Reading Room

(minimum 15 minutes)


	What does a library all about women contain? A tour of the Reading Room explores the fascinating variety of materials within this seemingly specialist collection and explains how you can start to use it too.

If your group has a special interest in a particular area of our collections, we may be able to get out some relevant material for viewing – please ask on your enquiry form.

	Handling Collection

(minimum 15 minutes)
	A facilitated session examining one of four specially devised collections, designed to get your group thinking, talking and reminiscing about changes and continuities in women’s lives and experiences:

Women’s Suffrage 

Why did women want the vote? How did they campaign to achieve it? Look at posters, pamphlets, badges and postcards about the women’s suffrage campaigns, including material on Emily Wilding Davison and hunger-striking suffragettes.

Women’s Liberation

Books, newsletters, leaflets and badges bring to life the explosion of women’s activism in the 70s and 80s and dramatic changes in women’s lives in recent decades. 

The Women’s Library - An Introduction
See the variety within The Women’s Library collections with a range of material that has something to appeal to everyone. 

Action Women: the real story of the Women’s Institutes
What do you think of when you hear about the WI? Jam making and cake baking, or Fairtrade and Keep Britain Tidy? This handling collection illustrates how the WI have been a positive force in British women's lives for over 90 years.

2 new boxes now available: Marriage, Family and Home &  Women’s Work


Visitors often like to view the exhibition hall at their own pace after the tour, and if they register to use the Reading Room they are welcome to browse the collections afterwards. We suggest allowing 1½ to 2 hours for your visit.

What size of group can I bring?

Guides can be booked for groups of eight and over. To ensure the quality of your group visit, especially in the Reading Room and with handling collections, we advise that groups are no bigger than 15. Larger groups can sometimes be broken into two and visit different parts of the library simultaneously. 

University and school groups

We offer specially tailored tours of the Reading Room for University groups, depending on your course requirements. We also have a changing programme of events aimed at Secondary Schools and Sixth Form Colleges based around our Exhibition themes - please check our website under ‘Learning’ for details.
Children and young people

Our tours programme has been developed with adults in mind, but babies, children and young people are welcome at The Women’s Library and can be brought on tours if accompanied by a responsible adult. Please let us know if this is the case so that we can attempt to meet any needs you might have. Unfortunately crèche facilities are not available here.

Independent visits

Groups are welcome to visit the Exhibition Hall independently, but we suggest that you let us know in advance to avoid clashing with any other tour or event.

When are tours available?

Tours can be booked during our general opening hours, depending on which section of the library you would like to visit:

	Reading Room
	Tuesday to Friday, 9.30am to 5.00pm

Late evening opening on Thursday until 8.00pm

	Exhibitions
	Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 5.30pm

Saturday hours 10.00am to 4.00pm

Late evening opening on Thursday until 8.00pm



Location

The Women’s Library is located in an exciting area, with many other attractions nearby. A visit here could feasibly be combined with a trip to the Whitechapel Art Gallery, Whitechapel Bell Foundry, Spitalfields Market, Brick Lane, Bishopsgate Institute, Barbican or Museum of London. The Tower of London and St Paul’s Cathedral are short journeys away. The Ragged Schools Museum, Geffrye Museum, Museum of Docklands and Museum of Childhood – all in East London – are also often of interest to our visitors. 

Getting here

The Women's Library is on Old Castle Street, London E1. It is well served by public transport, located in Zone 1, and we recommend this for most visitors. Aldgate East (District and Hammersmith and City lines) tube station is a few minutes’ walk away, as is Aldgate (Circle and Metropolitan lines). Liverpool Street (Central Line) underground and mainline station is less than ten minutes’ walk away. The following buses stop very near Old Castle Street on Whitechapel High Street, or at Aldgate bus station: 15, 25, 40, 42, 67, 78, 100, 115, 254.

Visitors are advised to avoid travelling by car to The Women's Library, where possible. The nearest NCP car park is at Rodwell House, Strype Street, London E1 7HD. We are just inside the London’s congestion charging zone.
 There are yellow lines outside our building but three designated spaces for blue badge holders outside Calcutta House, London Metropolitan University next door.

Costs

Tours of The Women’s Library are free, but donations to support our work are always welcome. £2-3 per head could be appropriate. A donation box is available in the reception area if your members would like to contribute after their visit. Some groups may prefer to give a cheque, which should be made payable to The Women’s Library.

Food

Group catering is available from Scolarest, the University’s caterers when booked in advance. If you would like to bring packed lunches and let us know in advance, we will try to find a space for you to eat in, but cannot always guarantee availability. Unfortunately we no longer have a Café onsite, although we have a drinks machine available in our foyer area. Our staff will be happy to advise you of convenient places to eat in the local area.

Special arrangements for Reading Room Visits

For security reasons, no coats or bags (including handbags) may be taken into the Reading Room. Guests visiting the Reading Room as part of their tour must deposit bags and coats in the cloakroom and lockers available in the basement (taking a £1 coin, which is refundable). Many visitors not visiting the Reading Room also find that leaving their coats and bags downstairs makes them more comfortable during their visit.

How accessible is The Women’s Library?

The Women’s Library is fully accessible to wheelchair users. The Exhibition hall is on street level, and the building has a lift to all floors with accessible toilets and baby changing facilities on two floors.

The Clore Seminar Room is equipped with an induction loop system and British Sign Language interpretation may be able to be arranged with sufficient notice.

Guide dogs and hearing dogs are welcome in all public areas. A large/clear print version of the Exhibition Text is available on loan. The Reading Room has a range of technologies and services to assist you with your visit. If you require any specific assistance please contact us in advance with your requirements.

How do I book?

You can use the accompanying enquiry form to register your interest in a booking, or contact Catherine Norman to discuss your visit:

Catherine Norman, Audience Development Assistant, The Women’s Library, London Metropolitan University, 25 Old Castle Street, London E1 7NT

Direct Tel: 020 7320 3505  (Tues-Thurs); c.norman@londonmet.ac.uk
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