Department of Law, Governance and International Relations

RESEARCH NEWSLETTER, No. 2, February 2010 

_______________________________________________________________________
Dear colleague,

Welcome to the second issue of the LGIR Research newsletter. I compile and circulate the newsletter three times a year, in: October, February, and June.

The aim is to keep everyone informed about what the department and individual colleagues in LGIR are accomplishing in research-orientated activities. 

As many colleagues know, research can be a lonely yet rewarding experience. My overriding concern is to improve the research output of LGIR over the next few years, in order to have a strong showing in our submissions for the 2013 Research Excellence Framework. I believe that we can get the best results by using our combined talents and efforts wherever possible to achieve some outstanding results for LGIR.

During 2009-10, Wendy Stokes (Academic Leader, Research and Postgraduate Studies) and I have undertaken the following research-orientated goals in relation to LGIR:

· Conduct a holistic research survey of LGIR (accomplished in summer 2009), with follow up interviews in November 2009, key findings below)
· Co-organise a series of LGIR research seminars with Bruce Pilbeam, Matt Stone and Kelvin Knight, details of seminars below)
· Organise a ‘Preparation for Research Excellence Framework, 2013’ event for LGIR research active staff (to take place in March 2010, details below)

This newsletter includes the following:

· Update on the forthcoming Research Excellence Framework

· Research survey of LGIR

· LGIR Research seminars, February- April 2010

· REF Preparation Event, March 10, 1530-1730, CM421 

· LGIR research outputs update 

_________________________________________________________________________

· The Research Excellence Framework, 2013

I wrote in the last newsletter that ‘the final format of the RAE’s successor, the Research Excellence Framework (REF), will be known soon. The Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) was consulting on the format of the REF until December 16, 2009. It will publish the final version of the REF shortly afterwards’. For details, go to: http://www.hefce.ac.uk/research/ref/  

To date, however, HEFCE has only minimally updated things since the last newsletter: ‘We have consulted on proposals for the new framework. We will issue guidance on the REF in 2010 after analysing the consultation. The first REF exercise is due to be completed in 2013.’ http://www.hefce.ac.uk/research/ref/
There is speculation that things are on hold until after the general election, meaning that we may well not know the final format of the REF until later in the year. The Conservatives have openly speculated about the desirability of including ‘impact’ in the REF submissions and, in order to look into the issue, to put the REF process on hold for up to two years.

___________________________________________________________________________

· Research survey of LGIR
Late last year, Wendy and I talked to 20 LGIR colleagues who are either research-active or would like to be. The form which we used to record responses asked, among other things, the following questions: 

5. What would you like to see LGIR do in order to foster a congenial and productive environment for your research?

· Organise research seminars

· Assist through providing feedback on publication proposals

· Coordinate a cooperative system of sabbaticals/‘light’ teaching semesters to facilitate research outputs

· Produce a regular newsletter disseminating information about research activity, funding opportunities, etc 

· Assist through providing feedback on research grant applications.

· Other suggestions

Not everyone responded to this question, but almost everyone who did pointed to the importance of the third suggestion:  ‘Coordinate a cooperative system of sabbaticals/‘light’ teaching semesters to facilitate research outputs’.

___________________________________________________________________________

· LGIR Research seminars, February- April 2010

Research Seminars in Law, Spring 2009/10

Dept. of Law, Governance and International Relations

All seminars will take place at 4-6pm in room CM2.14, Calcutta House. Tea and Coffee provided.

17th February

Prof. Peter Leyland, LGIR

Thailand's troubled south: examining the case for devolution in comparative perspective


3rd March

Dr. Anil Sinanan, LGIR

"My name is Khan; I am an EU citizen." Is EU citizenship really a new fundamental status for its citizens?

17th March

Dr. Helen Reece, London School of Economics




Feminism without feminists:  United Kingdom feminist and official

discourses about stalking, 1996-7

14th April

Mr. Barry Collins, University of East London

Constitutional discourse and the politics of Irish post-nationalism

28th April

Prof. Alan Norrie, University of Warwick




The phenomenologies of law

For further information, contact Matt Stone (m.stone@londonmet.ac.uk) 

Governance & International Relations (GIR)/ 

Centre for the Study of Religion, Conflict & Cooperation (CSRCC)/

Centre for Contemporary Aristotelian Studies in Ethics and Politics (CASEP)

Research Seminar Series

Spring 2010

4.00 p.m. - Tea, coffee and biscuits
4.15-6.00 p.m. - Presentations followed by questions

10 February – GS2-35, Goulston Street

     Professor Jean Blondel, European University Institute, Florence

  The Presidency and the New Republics [post-Soviet Union]

24 February – Board Room, Calcutta House (CM2-38)

     Mr John Madeley, London School of Economics 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe: The State, Religion and the Challenges of Regulation

24 March – Board Room, Calcutta House (CM2-38)

     Dr Sara Silvestri, City University

     Islam and Public Policy in Europe
21 April - Board Room, Calcutta House (CM2-38)

     Dr Alan Haworth, Emeritus, London Metropolitan University 

     The Reformation, Rawls, and the Nature of Liberalism

  5 May – Board Room, Calcutta House (CM2-38)

     Professor Andrius Bielskis, Mykolas Riomeris University

     On Labour and Practice in Contemporary Political Philosophy

12 May – Calcutta House (CM 214):

    Dr Tom Angier, University of Kent

   Aristotle and Walzer on the Good Life

    For further information, contact Bruce Pilbeam: b.pilbeam@londonmet.ac.uk 
· REF Preparation Event, March 10, 1530-1730, CM421
This event will be focused upon helping us to prepare for the REF in 2013. The following have kindly agreed to take part: Wendy Stokes [LGIR] (Research students' supervision), Felicia [London Met Funding manager] Teague and Simon Franks [Senior intelligence officer] (external funding applications), Peter Leyland [LGIR] (Publishing in 
journals [for the benefit especially of Law colleagues]), Mark Wheeler [LGIR] (setting up collaborative research projects) and Marilyn Freeman and Kelvin Knight [both LGIR] (brief updates on their new research centres). 
Further details will be sent before the event.

PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND!

__________________________________________________________________________​

· LGIR research outputs update

· David Davies is a member of a Research Consortium that has been
short-listed to bid for a DfID funded research project on tax and
development. The £3.5million research project – ‘Effective Tax for
Effective States’ – recognises that there is no exit from aid dependency
without effective tax systems and that tax is a core part of
state-building. Tax is central to the Monterrey Consensus (2002, 2008) by
which developing countries committed themselves to deliver ‘effective,
efficient, transparent and accountable’ tax systems and this research
project aims to strengthen taxation reform in developing countries.
· David Fletcher: ‘Cartes de dîme et de cadastre  d'Angleterre et Pays de Galles’. Book chapter in Roland Viader (ed.), La dîme dans l'Europe médiévale et moderne’, Toulouse: Presses Universitaires du Mirail, (June) 2010.
· Susan Hawker:

· Chapter on international sale of goods to a book on Commercial Law Jason Chuah (ed.), to be published by Pearsons (Spring, 2010). 
· Presenting a paper on the legal and political suppression of piracy, at a symposium on piracy at Plymouth University, on Friday 19th March.
· Hosting a shipping seminar at London Metropolitan University as part of the London Maritime Law & Policy Group (LUMPL). The speaker is yet to be confirmed, but the seminar will likely be either on environmental salvage, or the Rotterdam Rules (a new international carriage of goods regime, the result of an UNCITRAL Convention). The seminar is on Wednesday 24th March, at 6.00 pm. A reception will follow: for further details contact Susan (x 4945 and at s.hawker@londonmet.ac.uk). Everyone welcome!
Is participating in a research day on 16th April, organised by LUMPL, directed at PhD and postgraduate dissertation students involved in maritime studies. For further details contact Susan.  (Susan is one of the founding members of LUMPL, along with Professors Jason Chuah (Westminster University) and Sarah Palmer (Greenwich Maritime University) and Dr Minghua Zao (Greenwich Maritime Institute). 
LUMPL was established in 2008 as a non-profit making collaborative network of London academic institutions with research interests in maritime law and policy. The aim is to discuss, disseminate and develop research in maritime law and policy. LUMPL members are drawn from a wide range of academic and research institutions, professional group, commercial organisations and individuals sharing a common interest in maritime law and policy and research within international trade and maritime law and policy. Susan and her colleagues have had two highly successful seminars (January and May 2009), to which all our collective students were invited in addition to trade practitioners. The seminars have attracted favourable attention from the shipping press (Lloyd’s List), and LUMPL intends to build on this initial success and plan a programme of lectures and research seminars for postgraduate and PhD students.
· Jeffrey Haynes:


Books


Religion and Politics in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa 
(editor), Routledge/ECPR Studies in European Political Science, 2010, pp. 250. ISBN 10: 0-415-47713-1 (hbk) ISBN 10: 0-203-86948-6 (ebk)
Refereed journal article
‘Politics, identity and religious nationalism in Turkey: From Atatürk to the AKP’, Australian Journal of International Affairs, March 2010.
Book chapter
‘Introduction’, in J. Haynes (ed.), Religion and Politics: Critical Concepts (four volumes), London, Routledge, 2010, pp. 1-18.

Invited lectures

‘Religion and International Relations after 9/11: Increased cooperation or more conflict?’, Cambridge University, 12 November 2009

House of Commons, ‘Religion and Development’, 12 January 2010

‘Religion and globalisation: What are the issues?’, Durham University, January 27, 2010
· John Jupp:

Conference

John Jupp has been invited to give a paper at this year’s Socio-Legal Studies Association conference which is taking place between 31 March and 1 April at the University of the West of England. The title of his paper is
'Legal Transplants and Legal Development: Criminal Justice Reform in
Afghanistan and the Counter Narcotics Law 2005.'

The paper draws from information collected from Afghan legal personnel,
international caseworkers and prosecutors and considers what can be
learned from the Counter Narcotics Law as a legal transplant with regard
to the inter-relationship between law and society and the efficacy of
adopting legal transplants to develop law in conflict states.
· Jacqueline Laing:

Journal Articles:

‘Interspecies Embryos and Human Clones: Issues in Free
Movement and Gestation, ‘European Journal of Health Law, 16 (2009) 69-79; ISSN 0929-0273

‘Los derechos  humanos y la nueva eugenesia, 4 [2009]
SCIO 65-81  ISSN 1887-9853

‘On the Wrong Track” 154 Solicitors Journal (2010) 2, ISSN, 0038-1047


Papers Delivered:

University of Cambridge, Norm and Nature Conference,
‘Nature, Artifice and Human  Identity’, Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities, International Society for Law and Morality Annual Conference, 10th -12th September 2009

London Metropolitan University, LGIR Staff Seminar, ‘Nature, Artifice and Human Identity’, 4th November 2009

Conference Organisation:

Life and Death Matters: Disability Rights and Incapacity, Law, Governance and International Relations Juris Conference, London Metropolitan University 29 March 2010, (Baroness Ilora Finlay, Professor Ray Tallis, Dr Peter Cave, Lord Alex Carlile, Baroness Jane Campbell et al.)
· Peter Leyland:
Conferences and Events

SOAS, Brunei Gallery, 'Thai Political Situation: Wherefrom and  
Whereto?' panel discussion hosted by Royal Thai Embassy, 29 January  
2010 presented paper as panelist: 'Thailand's Constitutional roller  
coaster ride and the search for constitutionalism'

Thammasat University, Faculty of Law, Bangkok, 9th and 10th of  
December, 4th International Congress, Law in a Changing World:  
delivered paper 'The UK Justice System, Judges and Supreme Court after  
the Constitutional Reform Act 2005: Separation of Powers achieved?'

Bocconi University, Milan, 20 November 2009, Giornata di studio sui  
servizi publici locali, il trasporto pubblico locale. Paper: 'Local  
Transport Provision in the United Kingdom: The Quest for  
Accountability and Coherence in a "Contract State".

Publications

Article:  'Freedom of Information and the 2009 parliamentary expenses  
scandal' [2009] Public Law 675-681.

Book: Constitutional Courts: A Comparative Study, (London, Wildy,  
Simmonds & Hill, 2009) co-editor with Prof. A. Harding, ISBN  
9780854900633, 377 pages.

Book chapter: 'The Genealogy of the Administrative Courts and the  
Consolidation of Administrative Justice in Thailand' in A. Harding and P. Nicholson (eds), New Courts in Asia,  Routledge, 2009.
· Janet Loveless: Second edition of her book, Criminal Law Text, Cases and Materials, Oxford: Oxford University Press, will be out in June
2010.
· Mike Newman: New paperback edition of his book on Harold Laski has just been published, with a new introduction.  The following link gives information about it:
http://www.merlinpress.co.uk/cgi-bin/sh000001.pl?REFPAGE=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2emerlinpress%2eco%2euk%2facatalog%2fFORTHCOMING_TITLES%2ehtml&WD=harold%20laski&PN=HAROLD_LASKI%2ehtml%23aharlaski#aharlaski 
· Wendy Stokes is working with Teresa Doherty, Collections Manager at the Women’s Library, to produce an edited volume of chapters written using some of the collections held by the library. To be called International Networks, International Challenges, the volume will emphasise the contemporary political and international relevance of the collections. Contributors are drawn from LGIR staff and other regular library users. From LGIR, Dita Gill will be contributing a chapter on women’s rights in the area of pregnancy, childbirth and the early years of the child using the Maternity Alliance archive; Caroline Derry is writing “From proposed prohibition to civil partnership: lesbianism in and out of Parliament” using the archive of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene; and Wendy Stokes is looking at the archive of the 300 Group. Other contributions will focus on feminist publishing, women’s peace movements, international women’s rights organisations, the women’s liberation movement of the 1960s, and fashion. The book will be published by the Forum Press, the new imprint developed by the Global Policy Institute.
· Mark Wheeler

Publications

‘The European Union’s Competition Directorate: State Aids and Public 
Service Broadcasting ‘in Petros Iosifidis (ed.), Reinventing Public 
Service Communication: European Broadcasters and Beyond, (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2010). ISBN 978-0-230-22967-9, ISBN10: 0-230-22967-0.

Conference and Invited Papers

‘‘A City upon a Hill’: The Wire and its distillation of the United 
States polity’, Paper presented at the University of Manchester and Open 
University  ESRC Centre for Research on Socio-Cultural Change CRESC ‘The 
Wire as social science fiction’ conference held at Leeds Town Hall, 
26-27 November 2009.

‘The Hollywood-Washington connection and the impact of political 
celebrity,’ Paper presented at Middle Common Room, St. Annes College, 
University of Oxford, 21 January 2010.

Expert participant in Roundtable organised by the British Journal for 
Politics and International Relations on Celebrity and Politics, 
Political Studies Association Conference, University of Edinburgh, 29 
March to April 1 2010.
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