Language, culture and Identity Research Project- 

ENKA School – Istanbul Turkey
The Project is a collaborative  initiative between London Metropolitan Univeristy and ENKA school in Istanbul.

 Background: The  project is looking at developing ‘citizenship’ as a part of the European framework exploring young children’s home languages, culture and identity as resources for the development of wholistic school ethos.

 The aim of the study is to create an inclusive ethos in the classroom that will strengthen children’s sense of cultural identity and self esteem by providing students with opportunities to share their home experiences with each other in the classroom in both the homeroom and English lessons. All of students’experiences of diversitiy are of interest, not only language.
· The Procedures for the Methodology and the  data collection is as follows:-
· Teachers will choose an activity they are already using and develop it to enable students to make connections with their home experiences and share them with their friends.

· They will make use of the existing curriculum; the units of inquiry; the yearly calendar and routines, such as show and tell, to create opportunities for students to share their diverse experiences.
· Teachers will use their regular weekly team planning meetings to discuss activities that can be included to meet the research goals.

· Teachers will have clear objectives for the activities they plan that relate to sharing home experiences.
· Teachers will be involved in a cycle of Observation-Reflection-Planning and will experiment with practice according to their observations. They will meet together at suitable frequency to share observations and reflections.
· Activities may lead to classroom displays that reflect students individual experiences.

· Teachers will take the student profiles as a starting point and will be adding to the profiles as more activities and dialogue with parents reveals more about the students home culture and identity

· Teachers will look for opportunities to include parents. Parents will be kept informed of the progress of the research .

· Data collection

a) Activities can be recorded once or twice a week. This may vary according to the unit and some activities may  be developed and extended over more lessons.
b) Teachers can use journals, recordings of student voices and video recordings. The recordings need to be only of the key planned activities, because they will need to be transcripted which is time consuming.
c) Student voices are the most important element of data to be collected.

d) It is very important that all data is dated.
e) Findings will be summarized with a paragraph towards June.

· Housekeeping

a) Teachers will get started by planning and recording an activity before March 10th 2010. A sharing meeting will be held 
b) The names and profiles of participating students will be sent to Ros, Fayka and Dr Tözün by March 10th.
c) Teachers can contact Dr Tözün directly by email with their questions.
