




Project Title: Alevi European Project .
Background to the Project

Turkey's most dominant heterodoxy with the largest number of followers is Alaviism. It has a history of more than 1,400 years with its roots in the Shiite branch of Islam. (Gül Demir, 2005).
Most Alevi writers and spokespersons claim that Turkey's population today is one-third

Alevi-Bektashi, or more than 20 million (Shindeldecker, 1996). Lower estimates range from 15 to 20 million (Rehn 1996).
Traditionally, there have been significant populations of Turkish-speaking Alevis in the

Central and East Anatolian provinces such as Çorum, Amasya, Tokat, Yozgat, Çankiri, Sivas,Elazig, Malatya, Adiyaman, Bingöl, Mus, and Kars. These Alevis have traditionally been called Kizilbash (Kizilbas) or Turkmen (Türkmen). However, due to mass migration to the cities and the mobility of today's Turkish population, Alevi’s now live in almost all provinces of the country.

Alevi migration from Turkey can be traced as far back as the 19th century to the United States including a small number of Alevi’s as well as (persecuted) Christian minorities. Alevi’s began emigrating in larger numbers from Turkey to Europe (especially to Germany), Australia, and the United States in the 1960s. Although their initial reasons were essentially economic, political problems became the dominant push-factor for migration in the 1980s (Kaya, 2008). Today there is a significant Alevi presence in European countries such as France, Netherlands , UK and Austria.

The genealogy of contemporary Alevi belonging and collective identity differs considerably from between each country as the social perception of ‘integratibility’ ascribed to migrant communities varies. These are shaped by a number of historical, social and political variables. For example, in Germany Turks in general are targeted as the main example of “failed integration” in German society and because they have come to symbolize (erroneously) the non-integratable “Muslim” migrant (Kaya, 2008). Alevi’s receive their share of the blame for this.
Aims of the project

The project aims to explore the key issues affective the profile of the Alevi communities in Europe by:

· Exploring factors affecting and contributing to patterns of migration from 


Turkey to countries in Europe.

· Exploring the experiences, aspirations and perceptions of themselves as 

Alevi’s as well as the way they think they are perceived by the mainstream and

 other communities in the countries they have settled.
· Exploring intergenerational perceptions of Alevism and its possible impact on

 emerging Alevi identity/ies in Europe.
Project Brief and Focus

The aims of the project will be met through the following methods:
· 4/5 European Countries with  established Alevi communities to be identified and key researchers to be contacted

· Point of contact for each community i.e .cultural centre, cem evi, to be established and key people to be briefed permission obtained.
· Focus group discussions to be set up for initial data collection: These are to be age groups to mark out generational differences as well aspirations e.g. 7-11 years, 14-19 years, 25-30 years, 35-40 years, 45-55, 60-75 etc. 

· The topics of discussion should be incorporate the aims of the project e.g. participants views on their own aspirations, identity, the position of the community in relation to the ‘host’ country ( Qualitative Data)
· The data should be used to devise a survey questionnaire to be sent to a large section of the community. The content in the survey need to explore the key points explored in the focus groups and specific to the needs identified in the group discussions. ( Quantitative Data) 
· The returns from the surveys Questionnaire should form the basis for identifying patterns that may emerge to be investigated further (i.e. further group or individual observation and interviews- Qualitative Data)
Time scale for the project
It is expected that the duration of the project will be 2 years starting in October 2010. An introductory meeting is planned with the project team in September 2010.  
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This is a draft proposal intended to generate initial discussions on the proposed project. We welcome contributions/suggestions from interested colleagues.

