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In this talk I will discuss the following four arguments and 
then give an example to illustrate an extension to a 
Vygotskian concept:

(1) Changing structures argument

(2) User generated context argument

(3) Vygotskyôs Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) and 
appropriation argument

(4) Augmented Context for Development argument



Changing structures argument (1):

ÅThe nature of learning is being 

óaugmentedô by 

ïnew digital tools (e.g. by mobile devices), 

ïthe networks to which they connect people 

and 

ïstructural changes to mass communication.



User generated context argument (2):

ÅCitizens/users are now actively engaged in 

generating their own content and contexts 

for learning. 



Back to the future

www.ukzn.ac.za/cae/pfi/sqd/lev.htm



Vygotskyôs Zone of Proximal Development 

(ZPD) and appropriation argument (3):

ÅDevelopment is still a socially negotiated 

and appropriative process involving the 

internalization of cultural products. 

ÅThis is what Vygotsky called a Zone of 

Proximal Development 



ñIt is the distance between the actual 
developmental level as determined by 

independent problem solving and the level 
of potential problem solving as determined 

through problem solving under adult 
guidance or in collaboration with more 

capable peers.ò 

(Vygotsky, 1978/1930, p. 86, my bold)



Augmented Context for 

Development argument (4):

ÅThe new contexts for learning in the 21st 
Century (1 & 2) have brought about the 
need to re-conceptualize or extend 
theories from the past. 

ÅVygotskyôs notion of a Zone of Proximal 
Development (3), which was developed in 
the context of 20th Century Industrial 
Revolution, needs to be extended to what 
is being called Augmented Context for 
Development (Cook, 2010).



Temporal underpinning of Augmented 

Contexts for Development is fundamental 

ñAttention should be given first place among the major functions in the 

psychological structure underlying the use of tools é the child is able 

to determine for herself the ñcentre of gravityò of her perceptual field; 

her behaviour is not regulated solely by the salience of individual 

elements with it é In addition to reorganizing the visual-spatial field, 

the child, with the help of speech, creates a time field that is just as 

perceptible and real to him as the visual one. The speaking child has 

the ability to direct his attention in a dynamic way. He can view 

changes in his immediate situation from the point of view of activities, 

and he can act in the present from the viewpoint of the future.ò

(Vygotsky, 1978/1930, p. 35-36, original italics, my bold.)



Example



Demo mScape @ Cistercian abbey






